
 

 

 

PUTTING A ‘HALT’ TO THE PRESIDENT’S UNILATERAL LAWMAKING 

This week, I signed on to H.R. 2497, the “Hinder the Administration’s Legalization Temptation (HALT) 

Act.” This bill would prohibit President Obama and his Administration from issuing mass changes to 

immigration laws without the consent of Congress. You might think the U.S. Constitution does this 

already, and you would be right. This bill simply tries to clarify this issue quickly rather than waiting for 

the courts to sort it all out. 

Here is a breakdown of the HALT Act provided by the House Judiciary Committee: 

The HALT Act will prevent the Obama Administration from:  

 Granting parole, except in narrow circumstances; 

 Issuing deferred action, except in narrow circumstances; 

 Issuing extended voluntary departure to removable aliens; 

 Granting work authorization to aliens on a discretionary basis; 

 Granting temporary protected status to any new groups of aliens; 

 Waiving the three and ten year bars to admittance for aliens who have been illegally present in 

the U.S.; 

 Granting cancellation of removal to illegal immigrants.  

 

President Obama has demonstrated time and again that he would rather throw the will of the American 

people under the bus rather than come together and work through our issues in the manner our Founding 

Fathers intended. By signing on to the HALT Act we are working to restore good-faith governing to our 

institution. 

Make no mistake; I am incredibly proud of America's roots in immigration. We have come so far as a 

nation because of people's belief in our Founding Father's vision of freedom. For over two centuries, 

individuals have traveled to our shores seeking the chance at a better life, and I'm committed to ensuring 

that America is still that place today, tomorrow, fifty years from now, and beyond. That said, America is 

also a nation of laws, and the U.S. Constitution gives lawmaking power to Congress and Congress alone. 

I am committed to maintaining and improving the legal avenues that allow future generations of legal 

immigrants to become United States Citizens, but the President's unilateral action is making this goal 

harder, not easier. 

 

https://iqs3.solutions.lmit.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=GA07RW&crop=15763.7716397.19406617.7538745&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fjudiciary.house.gov%2fhearings%2fpdf%2fHALT%2520Act%2520Bill%2520Text.pdf
https://iqs3.solutions.lmit.com/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=GA07RW&crop=15763.7716397.19406617.7538745&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fjudiciary.house.gov%2f


LILBURN PASTOR SERVES AS GUEST CHAPLAIN 

On Wednesday, June 20, I had the privilege of hosting the Reverend Doctor Benjamin Haynes as Guest 

Chaplain for the U.S. House of Representatives. Dr. Haynes has served the congregation of the Salem 

Missionary Baptist Church in Lilburn for the past twenty-three years. As Guest Chaplain, Dr. Haynes 

delivered the Wednesday morning invocation on the House Floor before the Pledge of Allegiance. You 

can watch Dr. Hayne’s invocation as well as my one-minute introduction of him by clicking on the 

image below. 

 

ALABAMA AND NEW MEXICO ARE ON BOARD 

I am proud to welcome my friends and colleagues, Representative Jo Bonner from Alabama and 

Representative Steve Pearce from New Mexico, on board with the FairTax, bringing Congress-wide co-

sponsorship to 78 Representatives and Senators.  

Georgia’s commitment to the FairTax is strong, and, day by day we continue to spread this strength 

nation-wide. Members of Congress do not sign on to a bill on their own accord, they sign on to a bill at 

the urging of those they represent. The FairTax is truly a grassroots movement, and we can see from 

Rep. Bonner’s and Rep. Pearce's co-sponsorship that the FairTax roots have taken hold in Alabama and 

New Mexico.  

 

HEALTH CARE  

With the Supreme Court expected to deliver its decision on the President’s health care law next week, 

the question of “what do we do next?” is at the front of the minds of many. In order to move forward, 

however, sometimes we must look back on the policies of the past and learn what we can do better this 

time around. This week I delivered a Floor Speech on all of the federal things Congress did by passing 

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) into law, and how everything else can 

happen at the state level. Click on the image below to watch this educational Special Order: 



 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read these emails and for your effort to stay as informed as possible 

about what’s happening in Washington, D.C. I appreciate your commitment to preserving freedom. 

Sincerely,  

 
Member of Congress  

 


